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* EXTRACT FROM AN ARTICLE ON
DANIEL WEBSTER.

BY CHARLES W, MARCH.

[From the Xew York Coctier—by which joamal it is taken

Fre 1ho aboets of the unpoblished work, now in press.]

Daniel Webster was born on the I&th
day of January, 1782, in the town of Salis-
bury, New Humpshire, His earliest ances-
tor, of whom the family bave any certain
knowledge, was Thomas Websier. He
was settled in Hampton as early as 1636.—
The descent from him to Daniel Webster
can be found recosded in the Church and
town Records of Hampton, Kiagmn,
(now East Kingsion) end Salisbury.

The family eame originally from Scotland
two centuries ago and more. Itis probable
howerer, from certain circumstances, that
they tarried in England awhile, before emi- |
grating to the new world. They did not|
bring over with them all the distinguish-
ing characteristics of their countrymen ;—
the Scottish accent had become a mere tra-
dition at the nme'ol Mr. Webster's father's
father.

The personal characteristics of the fami-'
ly ure strongly marked: light complexions,
sandy hair in great profusion, bushy eve-
brows, and slender rather than broad frames, |
attest the Teutonic and common origin of
the race. Dr. Noah Webster—the compil-
er of the Dictionary—was, 11 personal ap-
pearance, the vera effgies of the whole fun-
ily. !

The uncles of Daniel Webster had the
same charactenistics,  They were fair hair- |
ed and of rather slender form. His father |
however, was of a different physical organi-
zation. No two persons could look like|
each other less than Ezekiel Webster, the
father of Daniel, and either of bis brothers.
They resembled their father, who had the
heredstdry feature and form; but Exe-
kiel Webster bad the black hair and eyes, |
and complexion of his mother, whose mai-
den nume was Batchelder. She was a de-
scendent ol the Rev. Stephen Batchelder,
a wan famouns in s time in the county of
Rockinghum and the twwns adjacent.—,
There are many persons now alive 1n Kings-
ton who will 1l you, they have heard their
fathers say, she was a woman of uncommon |
streugth of character, and sterling sense.— |
Daniel, and lus ovly brother of the whole
blood, alone of the five sous of Ezekiel
Wehster, had the Batchelder complexion ;|
the others ran off into the general charac-
teristics of the race. !

Many persons in Kingston and Salisbury |
still live who reccolleet Ebenezer Webster |
well. They say his personal appearance
was striking. He was tall and erect; six
feet in beight; of a stalwart form, broad
and full in the chest. His complexion was
swarthy, features large and prominent—with |
a Roman nose, and eyes of remarkable bril-|
liancy. He bad a military air and carriage |
—the result, perbaps, of his services |
the army. He enlisted early n life as a
common soldier, in the Provincial troops, |
and during the war of '56, served under!
Gen. Ambherst, on the Northwestern fron-|
tier; accompanying that commander in the
invasion of Canada. He attracted the at-)
tention and secured the good will of his su-|
perior officers, by his [uthfol and galiant
conduct ; aud before the close of the war,
rose from the ranks to a caplaincy. Peace,
between Evgland and Frauce soon follow- |
ing the capture of Quebec and conquest of |
Canada, the provincial troops were disband- |
ed, aud returned o their homes.

Previous to the year 1763, the settle-
ments in New Hampshire bad made hittle |
or no progress toward the nterior of the
State s for more than half a century the fit-
ful eruptions of the French from Canada,’
and the constant if not more cruel assaults’
of their subsidized allies—the Indians—re- |
pressed any movement inward. into the |
country, To defend what they held, by a
kind of cordon militaire of bluck houses,
was all the frontier men hoped. |

The cession of Canada 1o England how- |
ever, by the treaty of Paris, in 1763, remov- |
ing the grewt obstacle 1o farther progress |
mto the iuterivr, the royal Goveruor of
New Hampehire, Benning Wentworth, be-)
gan to make grauts of townships iu the cen- |
tral part of the State.

Col. Stevens, with some other persons|
about Kingston, mostly retired soldiers, ob- |
tuined a graut of the town of Salisbury, then |
called, from the principsl grantee, Steven's |
town. ‘This town is sitosted exaculy at the |
head waters of the Merrimac river ; wiach
river is formed by the confluence.of the Pe- |
migiwasset and Winnepiseogee. Underthis |
grant, Ebenezer Webster obtained a lot
situated in the north partofthetown. More
adventurous than others of the company
who obtained grams, he cut his way deeper
iuto the wilderness, making the road hel
could not find.

In 1564, he built a log cabin and lighted
his fire. ** The smoke of which,” s sou
has sinoe said, ** ascended nearer the North
star than that of any of his majesty’s New
England subjects.” His nearest civilized
neighbor in the North, was at Moutreal,
huundreds of miles ofl

His first wife dying soon afier his seutle-
meant in Salisbury, Ebenezer Webster marr-
ied Abigail Eastman, of Salisbury, a lady of
Welsh extraction. She was the mother of

of George Csnning, was a woman of far
more tham ordinary intellect. She was

the distinction they afierwards both acquir-

ed, niay have been, in part, at least, the re-

tul.lofh?pmmptiugn
B

experience  himself,
felt deeply and ofien the want of
cation, and wished to 1
mortifications be expericaced. The school-
master was not then abroad, or at least bad
not visited Salisbury in his trarels. Small
town schools there were, it is true, and per-
sons superintending them called teachers—

were not open half the year, and the oelmnl-! Such difidence to its own powers may be

masters had no claim to their position but

natural to genius, nervously fearfui of being

and other necessary expenses, by acting as

mitied 1o practice, in Suffolk Court of Com-
mon Pleas. The custom then prevailed
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cease. He was of a manly and generous
character, and of a deportment and manner

|not among the least, their early acquisitions

their incapacity for any thing else. Their |unable to reach that ideal which it propos-
qualification was the want of gualification. |es as the only full accomplishment of its
Reading and writing were all they profess- | wishes. Itis fortunate for the age, fortu-
ed, and more than they were able to teach. |nate for all ages, that Mr. Webster, by de-

The school was migratory. When it!miud will and frequent trial, overcame
was in the neighborhood of Webster's resi- | this moral incapacity—as his great proto-
dence, it was easy to attend; but when it type the Grecian orator, subdued his physi-

was removed into another part of the town
or another town, as was ofien the case, it
was somewhat difficult. While Mr. Web-
sler was yel quite yonng, he was duily sent
two or three miles to school, and in the
midst of winter, on foot. For carriages or
carriage toads then, ' were not;” and with
the exception of an occasivual ride on
horseback, he walked daily to school and
back. If the school moved yet fariher off,
nio a town not contiguous, his father board-
ed him outin a neighboring family. He
was betier pravided with epportunities for
obtaining whatever of instruction these

schools could impart than his elder brnhugliwﬁ that his__ first _opened to him
partly because he evineed early aud irre- Mib design of g him to college—a pur-
pressilde thirst for study and information, "pm wiach seemed to him impossible to be

and partly because his father thought that
his constitution was slender and somewhat
frail—to0 much so for any robust occupation.

cal defeet.
He remained at the Exeter Academy but
'a few months; accomplishing in these few
months, however, the work of years to some.
In Feb., 1797, his fatfier plnced him under
the tuition of Rev. Samuel Woods, in Bos-
cawen—of whom his pupil always speaks in
terms of affection and respect. He boarded
in his family; and I have heard him say
that Mr. Woods's whole charge for instruc-
tion, board, &c., was but one dollar per
week. We pay much dearer now for much
less.
«It was on their way to the house of Mr.

assistant to the Register of Deods for the
county, 1o whose chirography there was the  for the patron to accompany his pupil into

one objection of illegibility. The ache is Court, introduce him to the Judges, make
not yet oat—I have heard Mi. Webster 'a brief speech in commendation of studi-
say—which so much writing caused him. |ous conduct and attainments, and then
In ber, 1802, bereturned to Mr. | muve for his admission On Mr. Webster's
Thompson’s office, in_which he remained |admission, one informs me that he recollects
till February, 1804, Mr. Thompson was a | almost every word of Mr. Gore's speech,
respectable man, and an excellemt lawyer— | and that it contained, among other things,
but he did aot understrnd how 18 make the ' 2 prediction of his pupil's future profession-
study of law either agreeable or instructive. |al distinction. In all probability the pre-
He put his studeuts to_stady after the old diction, as is generally ghe case, aided its
fashion, that is, the hardest books first.— own accomplishment. Certainly, the fav-
Coke's Littleton was thz book inthose days | orable opinion of such a man as Mr. Gore
upon which pupils were broken in—which | must have been an additional incentive to
is like teaching arithmetic by beginniag | Mr. Webster's ambitious hopes and efforts.
with diﬂ'nunl.hf caleulus. * A boy of 20,”| The clerk of the Court of Common Pleas
says Mr. Webster, *““with no previous|for the county of Hillsborough, New Hamp-
knowledge on such subjects, cannot under- | shire, resigned his office in Janoary, 1805,
stand Coke. It is folly to set him upon | Mr. Webster’s futher wasone of the Judges
such an author. There are propositionsin |of this court; and his colleagues, from re-

cter lin literature, the resources which it furnish-
to gain him great cousideration among &ll !ed. the promptitude and facility which it
that kuew him. Ib civil and military life, | communicated andthe wide feld it opened,
he obtained deserved distinction. Judge of for analogy and illustration: giving them
the Court of Common Pleas for twelve or! us,om Every subject, a larger view, and a
fourteen years, he made good, by the integ- | broader range, as well for diimsiun: as for
rity of his purpose, the clearness of his | the governmeut of their own conduct.”

judgment and thestrength of his character, |

the want of early education; and pained
for his opinions and decisions a confidence
and concurrence not always accorded o
persons professionally more learned. [He
was distinguished also in his military career.
Entering the army a private, he retired a
major; and won his commission by fithful
and gallant service, as well in the Revolu-
tionary, as in the Freach and Indian wars,
He acted as major under Stark at Benning-
ton, and contributed no litde to the fortu-
nate result of that day.

In May, 1807, Mr. Webster was admitted

| Prosperity of the United States.

| The Lonlon Fxaminer, disconrsins L
| wilbject has the fullowing : o diciwngs
“Tha prospenty s altractive, and it is the
(boast of some of the journais, that while the
‘membars of Congress are (Jaily threatening a
| thssolution of the Union, neighboring states and
countrivs are anyious to be admitted menhers of
lit. Canada talks of annexation; California is
Ipressing for adinission ; Cuba ie ready to join it,
and is on'y witaheld by the power of Spain, and
|the modesty and mtegnty of tle United States
in refusing to nceee 1o its wishes, and to grant
fome assistance to accomplish them. Mesics

fulilled. It was much more extravagant
than his most extravagant hopes. It had
| never entered his mind a moment, A colle-

Coke so abstract, and dististtionsso nice, |

and doctrines embracing so many conditions
and qualifications, that it requires an emm.ll
not only of & mature wind, but of a mind
both sirong and mature, to understand him.
Why disgust and discourage a boy by.tell-|

ing him he must break into his profession s¢il considered it a great prize, and was |intention.

\gard for him, tendered his soo the vacant
clerkship. It was what Judge Webster had
long desired. The office was worth £1,500
per annum, which was in those days, and

|in that neighborhood, a competency; or

rather absolute wealth, Mr. Webster him-

But Joe, his elder half brother, and mme-'gisls education in those days was something
what of a wag, used to say that* Dan was of far greater importance than in these,
sent to school in order that bhe might know  when the ability to command it is so gener-

through such a wall as this 1" ager o acce 1
Mr., Webster soon laid aside Coke till **a tion in his mind. Onthe one side he saw
more convenient season,” and, in the mean-';"“""d'“f comforts; on the other, at the

|eager to accept it. He weighed the ques- |

as much as the other boys.”

|al. It made a marked man of thousands.

| upon.

Mr. Webster had no sooner learned to It gave the fortunate graduate at once posi-

read than bhe showed great eagerness for |tion and influence—and if not genius, or
books, He devoured all he could lay hands | eminent ability, supplied or concealed the
Whea he was unable to obtain new | want thereof.  The alumnus surveyed life |
ones, he read the old ones over and over from an eminence, and could aspire o its|
again, till he had committed most wf their | chiefiest honors by a kind of prescriptive |
contents to memory. Books were then, as’ right. |

while, took up other more plain, easy and
intellible authors,

While not engaged in the stody of law,
he occupied himself with the Latin classics.
He added greatly w what acquisitions e

best, a doubtful struggle. By its acceptance
he made suie of his own good coadition,
and what was nearer to his heart, that of
his family. By its refusal, he condemned
‘both himself and them to an uncertain, and

as attorney aud counsellor of the Superior | has laid aside, it is said, its bostile teelings, and
Court in. New Hampshire, and in Septem- 118 people are locking earnestly and anxiously to
ber of that year relinguished his office in | itcorpemation. Central America is soliciing &
Boscawen to his brother Ezekiel, who lnd  ©lo%f ';"‘“"’"““o and hoping for the time to
then obtained admission to the bar, and mo- ooy o it shall frm: a part of the great Re-

; ; X aublic that 'is to stretch over the whaole conti-
ved to Portsmouth, according to his original ! pent.  Events are advancing rapidly, though the

Congress may stand still,  Society will not wait

e married in June, 1308, Grace Fletch- | for ita leave 1o live, and thnve, and grow, and
er, the daughter of the Rev. Mr. Flewcher, ' will, insome way or other, settie the slavery
of Hopkinton, N, H. By her he had four question; periaps before Conzress has done tali-

children, Grace, Fletcher, Julia, and Ed- ling sbout 1. Iu America it 13 seen more than

ward ; but one of whom, Fletcher, survives.
Edward died with the army in Mexico, 1847,

Volunteers.

lin Earope that society moves faster than leygisla-
| tion, and does not depend on thiat to regulare 113
future existence. Thus, while members of Con-

Major of the Massachusetts Regiment of | gress aie threatening dismemberment, there i
He was one of the wost gen- | gathening round the States as a nucleus other

| odes of the latier, which he translated inw

probably, harrassing futare. Whatever as-
pirations he might have cherished of pro-

had made in the language while in eullege.i
| lessional distinction, he was willing cheer-

reading Sallust, Cesar, and Horace. Some

tlemanly, amable, and honorable young |stutes ready 1o adhere to it and increase it on ev-
men of the age. jery tde. Lt is swelling too, by immigration f7.n

Mr. Webster lived in Portsmouth nine | €Ty quarter, aod exiubiting the extraordionry

Dr. Johuson said on some occasions, ** ke

Most grateful 1o Lis father for the pros-|

bread in a beseiged town ; every man might | peet beld out through his self sucrificing de- |
get a mouthful, but none a full meal.”—  votion, Mr. Webster applied himself to his |
What were obtained, were husbanded with studies with even increased ardor,  All
care. i thut Mr. Wood counld teach he learned.—
Owing chiefly to the exertions of Mr.| Among other books he read Virgil and Cie-!
Thompson, (the lawyer of the place,) of the | ero, buth of whom he fauhfully studied, the |
clergyman, and Mr. Webster's father, a very | latter he warmly admired. Of the Latin'|
small circulating library was purchased.— | Classics, I presume there is not one so fa- |
These istitations received an impetus | miharly known to Alr. Webster xs Cicero. |
about this time from the zeal and labors| It may seem « linle strange, indeed, l.I-mJ
of Dr. Belkoap, the celebrated historian of | with all his early, eager, and constant study |
New IHampshire. of Rome's greatest orator, he shoold not
Among the few books of the library, I| have imnated unconsciously his manner of |
have heard Mr. Webster say, he found the |expression or thought. He much more re-
Spectater, and that he remembers tarning |sembles Demosthenes,in vigor and tersencss |
over the leaves of Addison's eriticisa ou | of siyle, and in copious vehemence ; whose
Chiery Chase, for the sake of reading con-| worksin the meanwhile he never so com-
nectedly, the ballad, the verses of which |pletely mastered.
Addison quoles [rom time (o time, as sub-| At Buscawen, Mr. Webster was fortunate |
jects of remark. * As Dr. Johnson said in €nough to find another circulating hibrary,
arnother case, the poet was read and tiwilhe volumes of which he fully appreciated.
critic neglecied.

I could not understand | It was 1o this hibrary that he met for the first
why it was necessary that the author of the | time, Doo Quixate, in English. 1 began
Spectator should take so great pains toto read it,” (1 have heard lam say,) * and
prove that Chevy Chase was a good story.” i it is literally true that I never cluosed my

The simple, but scblime stury of Chery |cyes until 1 had fnished it; vor did I lay
Chase, would be no indifferent test for the it down any time for five minutes; so great
discovery ol how much or how little of the | was the power of this extraordinary book up-
poetic faculty there might bein an individual, | ou my nnsgination.”

Noune but those who had some poetic fer-| In the summer of this yesr, Augm, 17-
vor could appreciate or even understand it; |97 be entered Dartmouth College as a fresh-
while those who felt its pathos, its beauty | man,

and grandeur most, must needs have the
deepest sensibilities. A distinguished lite-
rary character has said that he would have
been prouder to be its authur than of all
the productions {rom which he derived his
fame. Sir Philip Sydney said he never
read it but his heart was stirred within him
us at the sound of a trampet.

Mr. Welister was early fond of poetry.—
He was not sutisfied with reading it merely,
but committed a great deal to memory.—
The whole essay on man he could recite
verbatim, before he was fourteen years. A
habit of attentive exclusive devotion to the
subject before him, aided by a wonderful
memory, fixed everything deep in his mind.

It is thus art, or talent, or genius, that works |
He had |
a great taste, too, for devotivnal poetry:|

the miracles we read and behold.

Watd's Psalms and Hymns he commaitted to
memory, not as a religions task, but as &
pleasare. Nor was he less scquainted, or
less fond of the sublime poetry of the Bible.
Evidence of this is seen everywhere in his

His college life, as can be easily conceiv-
ed, was not an idle one. With such a de-
sire for the acquisition of all Kiads of knowl-
edge, the danger to be feared was, that
he would undertake too much rather than
oo litde; that his reading would be too
miscellaneous, and that he would acquire
therefrom, habits of mental carelesness, —
From the testimony of his intimates in the
eollege, it 13 koncwn that he read constantly.
Besides a regular attention to the prescrii}-
ed rules and studies of his class, he devoted
himself to the acquisition of whatever was
useful i Enghsh history, or graceful and
becoming 1o Enghsh literature. e super-
itended the publication of a little weelkly
newspaper, making selections for it from
hooks and periodicals, and contributing oc-
casionally an eduorial of hisown. These
| were, perhaps, the first of his productions
ever published. 1 know oot if they ure to
'be met with now. e delivered some ad-
|dresses while in college, before literary so-
| cieties, which were also published.

| Ebenzer Webster mounted a horse, put his I

works: fur there s scarcely aspeech or| Ezekwl Webster—the sole brother of
production of his that does nnot contain ideas | Daniel of the whole blood—was destined by
or expressions, the types of wlich may be | his father to carry on the farm.  But he had
found iu that book. !nlhzr aspirations, and so had his brother for
When he auaived his fourteenth year, him. Accurdingly, when Daniel returned
his father took an importaut and decisive | home on a visit 10 his sophomore year in the
step with him.  On the 25th of May, 1806, | spring of ‘99, he held serious consultations
with lus brother Ezekiel, in relation to his
son on another, and proceeded with him 10| wishes.
Exeter. He there placed him in Philip's| It was resolved between them, that Eze-
Academy, then under the care of Dr. Benjr-| kiel <hould go to Cullege, and that Danie!
min Abbou, its well known aud respecied | should be the organ of communication with
President, their father on  the subject. He lost no

Eaglish, were published.

But books were not at this time of his
life, us they never havebeen, Mr. Webster's |
sole study. He then was fond, and has|
been through life, of the manly field sports,
fishing, shooting and riding. "T'hese brought
him into uear communion with Nsture and
himself; supplied him with the material
and opportunity for thought; wade him
contemplative, logical and earnest. Ata

fully to relinquish, to promote the immedi-
ate wellare of those he held most dear,

But Mr. Gore peremptorily and vehe-
mently interposed his dissent. He urged

| every argument against the purpose. He

expused its absurdity and its consequences.
He appealed to the ambition of his pupil ;
once a clerk, be said he would always be a
clerk—there wouid be no step upwards.—
He attacked him, too, on the side of his

years, wauting one mouth. The counsel
most eminent at the bar of the county at
that time were Jeremiah Mason, Edward
St. Loe Livermore, Jeremiah Smith, Judge |
of the Superior Court and Governor of the |
State; William Kmg Adkinson, Attorney |
General of the State; George Sullivan,ulso
Aucrney General ;  Samuel Dexier, and
IJuMph Story, of Massachuseuts, all lawyers |
luf much more than ordinary ability, and

subsequent period of his life, he found that | fam:ly affection; telling him that he would | sowe of surpassing excelleuce. No bar at!

the solitary rides he was wont to indulge in |
afforded him many an edifying day. 'l‘he’
great argument in the Dartmouth College
case was principally arranged in a tour he|
made from Boston to Barnstable and back. '
John Adams's speech befure the Philadel-|
phia Convention in '76, was composed by |
Mr. Webster, while taking a drive ina N.
England chaise, His favorite sport of an-
gling gave him many a favorable opportani-
ty for composition. The address for Bunk-
er Hill (for instance) was all planned out
even to many of its best passages, in Marsh-
pee Brook ;® the orator catclung trout and
elaborating sentences al the same time,

A like fondoess for solitary rambles and |
sequestered spots, is said to have character-
ised Canning and Burke; who foand their
fancies brightened and their plilosophy in-|
vigorated by this self-commoaion. With |
tnem, as with the Roman Lawgiver, Ege-|
eia, avoiding crowds and bustling life, was
to be met with only in salitade,
it that the intellectual mau 1s never less
ulone than when alone; that 1o him his|
mind a kingdom is, & hisown thoughts his
most able and iustructive companicns.

In July, 1804, Mr. Webster went to Bos-
ton, and, afier some unsuccessful applica-
tions elsewhere, obtuined admission as a
student in the office of the Hon. Christo- |
pher Gore, who had then just returned from |
England, and resumed the practice of law.
It was a most fortunate event for Mr, Web-
ster. Mr. Gore was no less distinguished
as a lawyer than as a statesman and public-
ist,—eminent in each character,—and was,
besides, one of the rare examples of the
highest intellectual qualities united with
svund, practical, keen common sense, He
knew mankind no less than books; and the
wisdom he derived from the study of bulh,|
he could impart, in most impressive lan-|
guage. Wih bim Mr. Welsier enjoyed
the best opportanity thus far of his lile for
studying books, and men, andthings; and
be made the best use of the opportunity.—
He attended the session of the Supreme
Court which sat in August of this year,
constantly, and reported all its decisions.—
He also reported the decisions of the Cir-
cuit Court of the United States, He read
diligently and carefully the books, general-
ly, of the Common aud Musicipa! Law,
aud the best authorities on the Law of Na-
tions, ssme of them for the third time, ac-
compaying these studies with 2 vast variety
of miscellanous reading. His chief study,

So true 1s

be fur more able to gratify his friends from
his professional laburs than in the clerkship.
*Go on,” he said, **and finish your studies
—you are poor enough ; but there are grea-
ter evils than poverty ; live on no man’s fa-
vor ; what bread you eat, let it be the bread
of wdependence ; pursue your profession;
make yoursell useful to your friends, and a
iittle formidable to your enemies, and yoa
have nothing to fear.”

Diverted from his design by arguments
like these, it still remained to Mr. Webster
to acquaint s father with lus determina-
tion, and satisfy him of its propriety. He
felt shis would be no easy task, as his father
had set his heart so much wpon the office;
but he determiued to go home immedately,
and give bum, io fuil, the reasons of lus
conduct.

It was midwinter, and he lovked round
for a country sleigh—for stage-cosches at
that time, were things unknown in the cen-
wre of New Hampshire—and finding one
that had come down to market, he ook

| sage therein, and in two or three days he

was sel down at his father’s door, (The

| same journey is now made in four hours by

steam.) It was evening when he arrived.
I have heard him tell the story of the inter-
view. Ilis father was sitting before the
fire, and received him with manifest joy.—
He lovked feebler thau he had ever appeared,
but his countenance lighted up on seeing
his clerk stand before him in good health
and spirits.  He lost no time s alluding o
the great appowntment—said how spontane-
ously it had been made—how kindly the
chiel justice proposed it, with what unanim-
iy all assented, &ec. &c. During this
speech, it can be well imagined how em-
barrassed Mr. Webster felt, compelled, as
he thought, from a coamviction of duty to

tions. Nevertheless, he commanded his

a sufficiently assured manner. He spoke |
gaily about the office; expressed his great
obligation 10 their Honors, and his inten-
tion 1o write them a most respectful letter;
if he could have consented to record any
body's judgmeots, he should have been
proud to have recorded their Honors', &c.
&c. He proceeded in this strain, ull his
father exbibited signs of amazement, it hav-
ing oceurred to Inm, finally, that his son
might all the while be serious. ** Do you
intend to declice this office 1 he said at
length. ** Most certainly,” replied his son;
I cannot think of doing otherwise. I mean

| that time, probably in the country, present-|
{ ed such an array of various talents. Nr. |
| Webster's estimate of Judge Story and Mr. |
| Mason, expressed in public, will form not |
| the least important nor least enduring mon- |
{ument to their fame. It will outlust the
| sculptured marble. For Mr. Mason, lus|
| professional rival sometimes, his friend al-|
| ways, he entertained a warm regard as well |
|us respect.  Mr. Mason was of infinie ad- |
italnagc to him, Mr. Webster has said, |
{ Portsmouth, not ouly by his unvarying
| friendship, but by the mauy good lessons he
taaght him, and the good example he set
| him in the commencement of his career.—
“ If there be in the country a stronger in-
{tellect,” Mr. Webster once said, ** I there |
| be a mind of more native resources, if there
be a vision that sees quicker or sces deeper f
into whatever is intncate, or whateyer is
profound, | must confess | liuve not kuown |
lL".
| Mr. Webster's practice, whiie he livad in

pectacle of men of nearly every lineage of the
earth being barmoniously ubiorbed by the preat
Anglo-Sexon family, and becoming one with i
The reverse of tho phenomencn twat ocewrred
on the plains of Babel seems there in progress,
and wany, i not branches of all the varivus pe-
tions of the earih, are united to use oue tongne
and live undee ons 'aw”

The Problem solved by the Bees.
[Pur sdvanced Scholais ia Mathewaties, )

Bees secrete only a limited quantity of wax,
and it becomes requisita that this should be eg-
ployed in the most economical manner possible,

|* Bees, therefore,” as one remarks, “have to

solve this dificuit problem = A guantity of wax
hemg given, w fora of it similar and equal cells
of a deteriiivate capacity, but of the lasigest size
i proportion to the quaatity of matter ewployed,
and dispused 1n sach & madner as o oceupy the
least possible space in the hive.” Thes problem
13 solved by dees in all its conditions.  The cy-,
lindrical form wonld s2em to be the best adapt-
ed to the shape of the masect; but had the cells
been eylindrical, they would not bave applied to
each oher without leaving a vacant and super-
fluvus space belween every three contigusus
cells. llad the cells, on the other hand, been
square or tnangular, they might have been con
stiucted without uanecessuy vacancies, but
tisse forms would bave both required more ma-
terial, and been very unsuitable to the shape of
the bees' body, The six-sded form of the cell
obviaies every vbjection; and while it fulfils the
cundiions of the probless, it is equaliy adapted
with a cylinder, to the shape of the bes.

The base of each cell, instend of formine a
plane, is ussally conposed of three preces hke

]ousum places less civiized by iutelli-
disappoint hus father’s sanguine expecta- |

countenance and his voice, so as to reply in | guve him more thao a livelibood,

! Portsmauth, wus very much of a cireuil | the dismonds on playing cards, and plicad
|practice. He fullowed the Saperior Court | in stcha manner as to forn a bo'low pyramid.—
| 10 most of the counties of the State, ;,",J!Tlm stueinre, it may be observed, nmparts a
|was retained in nearly all the importang | €1eater degree of streogih, and stll keeping the

causes. Itisafact somewhat singular of *291en of the problem in view gives the great-
| his professional hife, that with tie exception | oxt capacity wihthe snullest exponditure of ma-

|terial.  This has indeed, actually been nscer-
|ul' instances in which he has been associa- | yined by mathwmatical ﬁ,mnmiem' and cal

ted with the Auornéy General of the L_illed culativa.  Muralidi, the inventor of glass hives,
States for the tme being, be had bardly ap- | deterimined by winutely messuring these angles,
peared ten tumes a5 junior counsel. Uuce |that the greater were 109° 2um., and the
or twice with Mr. Mason, once or twice [#0siier, 70 ° 30win., ond Reamer, being deste-
\with Mr. Prescutt, and with Mr. Hopkiu-| 0%t kiiow why ihese particular angles are sc-

gl s ey .

son, are the ouly exceptious within recollec- | icu 0t (CHEIES 0 NRE S SCI matheon-
don. ¥ L e teliing him of Miraldi's researches.) 10 deter-
Mr. Webster’s practice in New Hamp-|mine, by caleulation, what ought to be tise an-
shire was never lucrative. Clients then and | gies of a six sided cell, with a concave pyranid-
there were not rich, and fees, consequently, | al base, formed of three similar and equal thoin-
| were not large ; nor were persons so litigi- bond_pimes, 50 that the least possible matter

should eater into the construction. By empioy-
gence. 'I‘ln_mgh his ‘lime was exclusively ::fl :ﬂ:ﬁﬁ.’ﬂ:’?ﬁ:ﬁiﬁﬂ":ﬁ::‘:f ::.?:llflc;:
devoted (o his profession, his practice never | g0 ° 96 win. for the graater, and 70° 34 min.
.| lor the lesser, or aboul one ihirtieth of a degree
He never held office, pepular or other, in [ more or less than the actual angles made chaice
the government of New Hampshire. He of by the bees!

occasionally took part in political affaire, !
and was then not unfelt in his action. His
vote was always given, his voice aud pen
somelimes exercised, in fasor of the party

French Merino Sheep. Me. A. L. Bingham,
of Corowall, Vermount, gives the weight ol waol
unwashed, obtained the present season from &1
Merino Sheep, of the * Tainor Stock,” together

whuse principles he espoused. Even in that | M o
early period of his life, however, when per- | IT:'::‘::! ‘Iz.i""’-'i“t:’in:;’ f‘l‘::iilm ul curcass of
haps somtething could be pardoncd o the Tweu;y g e ro sta::-:{ [:;:::'g::;
vehemence of youth, he used no a‘r.n.mm'u-|(,ﬂ1!r ton months oid when shormn. The sgyre-
ous language ol his political opponents, nor (g-l.o of eighty-tinee sheep, was 10,457 lbs., ve-
suggested or participated in any uct mdica- | ing an average of [26 lba. cach. Apgrecate
tive of personal animosity towards them. | %eight of wuol obtained from the eighty-thiea
At thirty years of age, he had bocome | 8heen, was 1,494 ibs, oron anavensge of 18 lhe.

however, was the Common Law, and more

lwcus a mon lucendo. But these schools

I'ihc change was very great for & boy,

| who bad never been away from home before

aad who now found himsell among some
minety other boys—a stranger among stran-
gers, all of whom had seen more of the
world, and assumed to know much more of
it thau himself. But be was not long in
reconciliug himself to this new change, and
to lus new duties.

He was immediately put to English
grammar, writing and arithmetic. A class-
mate of lus informed me that he mastered
the principles and philosophy of the first,
between May and October of that year—
and that in the other studies he made re-
spectable progress—in the autumn he com-
menced the study of the Latin Language—
bus first exercises in which were recited (o
Joseph Sievens Buckminster, who was act-
ing, (i some college vacation, | think,) as
assistant to Dr. Abbott.

It may appear somewhat singular that the
greatest orator of modern tumes should have
evinced in boyhood the greatest antipathy o
public declamation. This lact is establish-
ed by his own werds, which have recenily
appeared in print. ““1 believe,” says Mr.
Webster, *“1 made tolerable progress in
most branches which I attended 1o, while
in this school ; but there was one thing I
could not do. I could not muke a declama-
tion. I could not before the school,
The kind & excellent Buckminister sought
especially to ade me to perform the
i s H

t not do it Many apiecel com-

i rebearsed i

mitted to memory, and in
my own room, over and over sgain; yet
when the came, when the school was

to hear declamations, when my
name was called, and I saw all eyes turned
to my seat, I could mot raise myself from it
Sometimes the instructors smiled, sometimes

d

time in opening the negotiation, and expe-
rienced no great difficulty in obtaining the
consent of his Fuher, who lived only for his
children, to their design. The result was
that in about 1en days, Mr. Webster had
goue back to college, having first seen his
brother bid adieu to the farm, and place
himself in school under a teacher in latin.
Soon afterwards Ezekiel went to Mr. Woods
and remained with him till he was fted for
college.

It March, 1801, his father carried him
to college, where be entered the freshman
class:

He had not great quickness of appreben-
gion nor vivacity of intellect, amd was not,
therefore carly estimated at lus full value.
Bat be bad a strong mind, and great pow-
ers of observation and memory. He ac-
quired slowly but safely. Not fluent of]|
speech, he was always correct in language
and thought. Few excelled him in clear-
nessand vigor of style, uone in argumenta-
tive ability. He wanted but opportunity tn
become a man.

. He fell dead while arguing a case in
Concord, New Hampshire, in 1520. A
handsome mounment was ereclted to his
memory in Boscawen, where he was buried.

Mr. {Vel-mr while in college, during the

winter vacations, kept school, to pay the

lis own. Being graduated in August 1801
he immediately ::leud Me. T s
office in Sal

remained there ti

that of it which relates 1o
:;epm“n Sbianes' 'of mﬂpecill Pleading. This,
one of the most ingenious and rehned, and
at the same time instructive and useful
branches of the law, he pursued with devo-
tion. Besides appropriating whatever he
could of this part of the scienceirom Viner,
Bacon, and other books thes ia common
study, he waded through Saunders's Re-

old folio editton—and abstracted
and put into English, out of the Latin aud
Norman-French, the ings in all the
reports. 'This un ing, both as an ex-
ercise of the mind, aud as an acquisition
of useful learning, was = t advantage
to him in his di ‘;“}efuumnu:}-
reer.

An anecdote I havg heard Mr. Webster
tell in relation to his first interview with a
ed in the history of the country, it may not
be 1o relute bere.  ** | remember
one day,” says Mr. Webater, “as I was
aloe in the a man came in and asked
for Mr. Gore. Mr. Gote was out, and be
sat down to wait for him. He was dressed
iapisinmfmy.clmhu. I went on with my
book, till he asked me what I was
and coming

said he,
Well, 1 read thu
book 100 when I was a ; and
ed to talk not only about and gt
but insurance, prize, and other matters of |
a;l.!hl::'-d good deal The
to i a more.
_ turned out to be Mr.
King."

In March, 1805, Mr. Webster was ad-

a manper ‘1o put me up|”

to use my tongue in courls, not my pen; lo
be an actor, nut a regisier of other men's
actions.”

For a moment Jodge Websler seemed
angry. He rocked his chair slightly, a flash
went over his eye, sofiened by age, but even
then black as jet, but it immediately disap-
peared, and s countenance regained its
usual serepity. Parental love and partiali-
ty could mot after all but have been grati-
fied with the son's devotion to an honorable
and distinguished profession, and seeming
confidence of successinit *“ Well, my
son,” said Judge - Webster finally, “* your
mouther has always said that you would come
to something or nothing, she was nol sure
which. I think you are now about settlin,
that doubt for her.” The Jodge never aE
terwards spoke to his son on the subject,

Mr. Webster having thus reconciled his
father 1o his views returned to Boswon. In
March, following, having been admitted to
the bar as before stated, he went to Amberst
N. H. where his fatler’s court was then in
session ; from Amberst he went home with
his father. His design bad been to settle
in the at Poitsmouth; but unwil-
ling wo leave his. father, who bad become
infirm, and had no sons st home, he opened
an office at Boscawen, near his father’s res-
idence, and commenced the practice of his
profession. . -

Judge Webster lived but a year after his

s smass g oy g i

er, to argument

in court, and to be ified with confident

predictivas of his success. Then,

like Simeon of old, be gathered up his gar-
ments and died.

He died in A 1806. Esposure to

well known and respected throughout the
State; so much so, that he was elected a|
Representative of the State in Cougress, |
alter an animated countest, in November,
1812, and wok his seat at the exua :seumnl
in May, 1813,

What has been written thus far, relates
rather 10 the private ife of Mr. Webster ;|
what follows concerns mostly, his public;|
us gathered from the records and contewm- |
porangous testimony.

But the ingenuous youth of the country
should underetand, that Mr. Webster, great
as he is, has not become so, without great
study. Greatness has not been thrust upon
him. He has studied books, he has siuded
mankind, he bas studied himself, (which i3
the very [ountain of all true wisdow, ) deep-
Iy and conscientivusly, frow bis earhiest
youth. There has been no unappropriated |
time with him; none tnfled away. DEven
in the hours of relaxation, he has thougit
of, and methodized the gleanings of the
Past, or prepared resulls for the Future,

He laid early and solid the foundation of
his tame. While che mind was eager nr:
facile o receive earnest impressions,
sought afier everything in the way of learn-
ing, that was sincere, elevated, and enno-
to fill and sausfy it. He pursued no
swdy he did not comprehend ; undertook
no task to which be did not devote his whale
mind. Whatever he strove afier he acquir-

| each fleoce, and two and two-sevenths ounces
of woal fur each pound of carcase. The growth
of the fleeces is stated (o have been just one
year, with the exception of the lumbs which
":: but ten months old. The ewes, it s stated,
praduce  three crops of lambs in two vears."—
Jibaay Cultivator. '

Every mun, no matter how lowly he may ap-
pear to himself, might still endeavor to produce
something for the benefit or use of society ; re-
membering that an insect furnishes by iw Jabor
::mmuh wherewith (o form the regal robes of

g,

Distressing Accident.—On Tuesday last, Mr,
leno Puine, of Brownington, went cut from
his house 1o i saw-mill early in the moraing,
snd 4 few bours aficroards was dweovered 1
the road Ly a sieep bank, down which he was
engayed rolling lugs to his mill, dead. It is
suppused From appesrances about the road and
upuis ihe side of the hill, that in stsrting logs to-
warda the mull, he was run over and crushed to
ueath, He leaves a family w0 woarn his loss.—
Trasburgh I¥ lug.

o the Atlantic.—Copt. B the
veteran chief sieward of the mail steam-
ships, sutled from Bostoo :n the Asia on Wed-
won his one bundred and simy-eighth
voyage across the Aulantic Ocean wilun e
twelve yoars lost past.  Allowing the distance
0 be 3U00 wiles he has sailed within the period

~We learn from the Pitrs-

all the canses which gave them eminence
and distinctian, in the -idudlhc:w
men with whom they acted, we should find

ed, and whatever he acquired, he retained. | of I nesd: P

It was this early and constant seeking m Al e;’ﬁum:b::?mm:::
after knowledge, this desire unsatisfied with about 1100 bands vut of employ.-.ent.
ucquisition—this all-embracing pursuit,that it not tiine that & suitably regulated bari
determined his intellectunl character, and | #ould project the capital ewployed in manafac:
prepared him for any encounter with the | {rrn, oo Ko¢P i employmeat the indastcy
vorld, Whacbe has said of Aduns nd i o

efferson, might be applied with equal truth - & -
© himself **If we could now ascertsin|  Frederic VIT of Denmark it secoss Toe, 00

s
ﬂa“al:‘n -B_O.i:M"'.""
ed, * [ ing rotien in Lhe sisle
| o something
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